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11.  (SBU)  Parliament's  nine-member  Popular  Action  Bloc 
announced  January  7 its  withdrawal  from  the  34-member  Reform 
Bloc  formed  last  October  (ref  B).  The  other  two  opposition 
blocs,  the  liberal  National  Action  Bloc  (8  MPs ) and  the 
Islamic  Bloc  (17  MPs),  will  continue  to  cooperate  formally 
within  the  framework  of  the  Reform  Bloc.  The  nominal  reason 
for  the  withdrawal  was  a dispute  between  the  Popular  Action 
Bloc  and  MP  Ahmed  Baqer,  the  Chairman  of  the  Financial  and 
Economic  Affairs  Committee  and  a member  of  the  Islamic  Bloc, 
over  Baqer 1 s decision  to  allow  the  Government  to  introduce 
amendments  to  the  Public  Properties  Law  while  in  his 
committee,  something  the  Popular  Action  Bloc  strongly 
opposed.  However,  tensions  between  the  opposition  blocs  have 
been  simmering  for  some  time  due  to  conflicting  views  on  a 
number  of  legislative  issues. 

V2 . (SBU)  While  effectively  shattering  the  illusion  of  an 
opposition  majority,  the  move  is  unlikely  to  have  serious 
political  ramifications.  From  the  beginning,  the  Reform  Bloc 
was  an  ad  hoc  alliance.  The  three  opposition  blocs  operated 
largely  independent  of  one  another,  coordinating  primarily  on 
issues  they  mutually  supported,  like  reducing  the  number  of 
electoral  districts.  Since  Parliament  reconvened  on  October 
30,  the  blocs  have  seldom  voted  together  and  have  even  been 
divided  themselves  on  certain  issues  (ref  A).  As  they  have 
in  the  past,  Popular  Action  Bloc  members  are  likely  to 
continue  to  cooperate  with  the  two  other  opposition  blocs 
when  it  is  in  their  interest  to  do  so. 
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